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Case Number 

N/A 

Applicant 

City of Orlando 

Requested Action 

Forward recommendations 

from the Edgewater Drive 

Vision Task Force to the City 

Council, directing staff to 

prepare appropriate Growth 

Management Plan subarea 

policies and Land Develop-

ment Code amendments, 

consistent with the Task 

Force recommendations.  

Recommendation 

Forward recommendations to 

Council; authorize staff to 

draft GMP sub-area policies 

and relevant LDC Amend-

ments. 

Project Planner 

Jason Burton, AICP 

Chief Planner 
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Background 

City Planning Staff have worked with a Task Force 

over the past year to shape the future vision of the 

Downtown College Park area.  The Task Force was 

appointed by the Mayor in consultation with the 

District 3 Councilperson, Robert Stuart.  The Task 

Force held bi-monthly meetings open to the public 

and sponsored several workshops, including a 

“walkabout” activity in early December 2007 that 

identified desirable elements and needs for the 

corridor. 

 

A presentation by Community Planning Studio staff 

at the December 2008 MPB meeting will detail the 

recommendations that resulted from 18 meetings 

of the Task Force.  

 

Purpose 

The Task Force’s work is an outgrowth of the 

Neighborhoods Horizons 2000 Plan for College 

Park, which called for a urban design plan for the 

corridor. The main focus of the Task Force’s work 

has been developing appropriate guidelines for the 

maximum profile of development that is sought in 

Activity Center Zoning districts, which will guide fu-

ture decisions regarding master plans, conditional 

use permits, planned developments, potential re-

zoning by property owners, and the density/intensity 

bonus system.  Staff prepared transitions by utiliz-

ing  the new urbanist “Transect”  developed by the 

DPZ Co. of Miami; an initial proposal developed by 

staff was modified with input from the Task Force in 

order to minimize intrusion into the surrounding 

residential neighborhoods. 

 

The result of this work will be a GMP sub-area policy 

that will overlay maximum height and urban form 

guidelines that will come back for review by the 

Municipal Planning Board in the first round of 2009 

GMP Amendments.  Staff is in the process of pre-

paring a support document for this amendment that 

expands on the recommendations developed by the 

Task Force and documents the concepts explored. 

 

The result of this work will be greater predictability 

for both residents and future development, which 

will incorporate appropriate transitions into the 

overall mass and detailing of new structures.  Trans-

portation, Parking, Pedestrian Friendliness, and 

Implementation issues were also studied in-depth. 

 

Analysis 

The recommendations are grouped into five sections 

that  are objectives of the Task Force, and are pro-

vided in detail on the subsequent pages of this re-

port. 
 

Urban Form.  The urban form recommendations pro-

tect property rights by allowing existing allowable 

intensity and density to remain, but determines in 

advance how those items are appropriately dispersed 

on properties in order to create an appropriate transi-

tion to surrounding areas.  The result is a profile that 

determines maximum height, bulk and mass of struc-

tures that may be proposed throughout the core of 

College Park. 
 

Architectural Details.  Where Urban Form determines 

the overall mass of the largest possible structure, 

architectural detail recommendations add details 

how the architectural masses are to be adorned or 

further broken up and provide life to the buildings.  
 

Transportation and Parking.  A proposed median sys-

tem is envisioned to provide traffic calming through 

the core and reduce cut through traffic on side 

streets, while reducing congestion at certain intersec-

tions by restricting movements (turns) in the future. 

An alleyway system is integrated to provide a way for 

traffic to gain ingress and egress to sites along the 

corridor. Cross-access easements are required.  
 

Pedestrian Friendliness.  The recommendations con-

centrate on closing curb cuts and minimizing them to 

Edgewater Drive in order to create a continuous pe-

destrian experience, while bulking up awnings, ar-

cades and streetscapes. 
 

Implementation.  These recommendations authorize 

staff to explore a combination of financing options 

with the newly formed Main Street program in order 

to create public improvements. 

 

Short-Term Improvements 

Some improvements are ongoing, including the ex-

tension of 2-hour on-street parking time limits south 

to Harvard recently installed in November, replacing 

rose bushes in tree wells with actual trees, and ex-

panding the sidewalk through city services/sidewalk 

easement to allow for the expansion of the sidewalk.   

City staff is working with the Urban Design committee 

of the College Park Main Street program. 
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